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After six months’ study of Lake Quassapaug, our consultant, George Knoecklein, PhD, 
provided an initial overview of the lake with recommendations for action in 2014.  The 
consultant will continue gathering data for the full year in 2014 and provide a written report 
and lake management plan by the end of 2014.

INVASIVE WEEDS  

The consultant completed an aquatic  plant survey at  272 observation points around the lake 
recording 22 species but only 5 were common. Variable milfoil is the most prevalent species 
at 38% of the observation points.  The spread of the variable milfoil, even within two years, is 
clear from the comparison maps shown on page 2. The 2011 survey was undertaken by Greg 
Bugbee at CT Agricultural Station and the 2013 study by George Kneocklein.

Lake Quassapaug has two invasive non-native weeds:  variable milfoil and Eurasian milfoil.  
These weeds are both very aggressive and soon dominate in a lake, crowding out the native 
plant species and creating a monoculture.  Milfoil can grow at depths of 10-15 feet . Dense 
canopies cause water below to become anoxic and cause phosphorus, ammonia and nitrogen 
concentrations to increase.   If left untreated, the consultant noted that the milfoils could soon 
extend around the entire perimeter of the lake and extend outward to 15 foot depths.

Recommendations for treatment are:

·	 Handpull the three small areas of Eurasian milfoil. The Board of LQA approved the 
handpulling of the area near the dam in fall 2013. Handpulling of the Eurasian milfoil 
in Middle Cove will take place in summer 2014. 

·	 Begin treatment of the variable milfoil with herbicide on a very limited basis.  Other 
methods of treatment would be difficult to implement, expensive or less effective. 

MIDDLEBURY LAND TRUST PROVIDES MATCHING 
GRANT FOR NEW MEMBERS OF LQA
In a very generous action to help preserve Lake Quassapaug, the Middlebury Land Trust has 
approved a 1-1 matching grant, up to a total of $2500, for each first- time $100 membership 
in the Lake Quassapaug Association. In addition to the matching grant, the Middlebury Land 
Trust has also pledged a $2500 donation to LQA for 2014. 

The two contributions from Middlebury Land Trust jump start LQA’s 2014 campaign to raise 
at least $16,000 for continuation of the lake study and treatment of the variable and Eurasian 
milfoil. “ The Land Trust felt that encouraging residents of the Lake Quassapaug watershed 
to become members of LQA was the best way to build LQA’s long-term support ,” noted 
Middlebury Land Trust president, Dr. W. Scott Peterson.

Continued on page 2
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LQA’s  Board of Directors has carefully 
considered the concerns of the 
fishermen and others around the lake on 
the use of herbicides. In response,  the 
LQA Board agreed to begin treatment of 
the variable milfoil with herbicides for 
2014 in Tylers Cove only.  The effect of 
the treatment will be monitored by the 
consultant and the Board of Directors. 
Future treatment plans for the lake, 
utilizing various  treatment methods 
where appropriate,  will be considered 
on an annual basis to balance the 
interests of homeowners, swimmers, 
boaters and fishermen while protecting  
and preserving the lake. 

The herbicide to be used,  2,4, D, is 
highly selective for milfoil and will not 
affect most native plants. It is approved 
by the federal EPA and CT DEEP, and  
is non-toxic to fish.  The half life is only 
a few days and the remainder consists 
of inert chemicals.  The treatment will 
be scheduled sometime between late 
April to early June when the  milfoil 
is growing rapidly. Public notice 
of the treatment will be printed in 
newspapers, and signs will be posted by 
the treatment area.  Several resources 
on treatment of invasive weeds and 2,4 
D can be found on our website www.
lakequassapaugassociation.org. 

PREVENTION OF INVASIVE 
WEEDS 

As important as treating the existing 
invasive weeds  is keeping other weeds 
out of our lake. CT is home to many 
other invasive weeds, some of which 
are much more difficult to manage 
than milfoil. Boats coming from other 

lakes are a primary source of invasive 
weeds.  The Board of Directors has 
established an Invasive Weed Prevention 
Committee which will research what 
other CT lakes are doing to educate 
boat owners and institute a volunteer 
monitoring program. 

WATER QUALITY

In order to complete the final report 
on Lake Quassapaug’s  water quality 
more data needs to be collected in 

 The health of the lake is important to 
every homeowner and organization 
in the lake’s watershed as well as 
to all those from Middlebury and 
surrounding areas who enjoy the lake.  

The watershed includes  
residences  and 
organizations on the 
lake as well as homes 
on both sides of the 
following roads as they 
circle the lake: White 
Deer Rock, Tranquility, 
Middlebury, Old 
Woodbury,  West Lake 
and street numbers of  
250 or higher on Upper 
Whittemore.

 LQA had over 40 
homeowner and 8 

Matching Grant
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2014. However, initial findings on water 
clarity and levels of phosphorus are 
positive and do not show degradation 
in the lake’s water quality since the last 
study in the 1980s. Data on depth and 
amount of dissolved oxygen will be 
gathered throughout the year to give a 
picture of the lake’s overall health. Fish 
can only live where there is sufficient 
dissolved oxygen.  

The full consultant report is available at 
www.lakequassapaugassociation.org. 

organization members in 2013 and 
would like to double that number in 
2014.  Members are eligible to attend 
LQA’s annual meeting and elect the 
organization’s directors.  Annual 
homeowner member dues are $100, and 
additional contributions are welcome to 
help us achieve our goal.  Tax-deductible 
dues and contributions should be made 
out to the Middlebury Land Trust with 
LQA in the memo line, and sent to PO 
Box 193, Middlebury, CT. 06762. The 
Land Trust is acting as our fiduciary as 
we await IRS approval as a nonprofit 
organization. 

The Board of Directors also plans to 
hold a fundraising event in summer 
2014. Volunteers are needed to help  
plan and implement the event. If you 
are interested in helping, please contact 
Sindy Butkus sindybutkus@gmail.com   
or Ingrid Manning at ingridmanning2@
gmail.com.  
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CT Agricultural Station, 2011, Milfoil in blue George Knoecklein, Consultant, 2013



Thanks to our generous  members 
and donors ,  LQA raised over 
$11,000 in 2013 for the consultant 
study, equipment to measure lake 
characteristics, handpulling of Eurasian 
milfoil and application to the IRS for 
nonprofit statue.  Administrative costs 
are minimal as LQA is run entirely by 
volunteers.

If you were not a member in 2013, 
please consider becoming a member in 
2014. Remember that the Middlebury 
Land Trust will match your $100 dues!

Organizational Members

Flanders Nature Center
LQ Sportsmans  Club 
Middlebury Swim Club 
Middlebury Land Trust 
Quassy Amusement Park 
Sandy Beach Club
Tylers Cove Assoc. 
White Deer Rock Land Corp 

Individual Homeowners

LAKE PATRONS  $500+
Thyrza Whittemore
Dean Yimoyines

LAKE ADVOCATES  $250-499
Joe & Beth Molder
George & Dianne Nybakken
Jack Starr & Shauna McManus
Mitch Quain

LAKE SUPPORTERS  $100-249
Charles & Estelle Berthiaume  
Albert& Patricia Bickley  
Eleanor Carroll   
Rocco & Darlene Capozzi 
Linda Cappella   
Norbert & Thyrza Christel 
William & Hope Crutcher 
Mary Ann Daukas  
Sandra Douglas   
Rick Errichetti & Celia Landman 
Kenneth& Cynthia Fielder  
James & Michele Finn   
Francis & Judith Grady   
Joan Hartley   
Michael & Veronica Hartnett  
Janet Helgeson & Fred Roecker  
Hicks & Ratichek   
Scott Holmes & Katrina Catron  
David & Linda Hogan   
Kurt & Tina Janson   
Kathleen Kelley   

Paul Kennett & Carol Saks  
Avery & Jane Lamphier   
Dick & Barbara Leavenworth  
John & Ingrid Manning   
Francis & Mary McDonald  
Joe Molder  
Steven& Paige Molder   
Garrett Moore, Jr.  
Garrett Moore, Sr.   
Hayden Nichols   
John & Judy Pelletier   
Scott & Jean Peterson   

2013 MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN RAISES $11,000

The Lake Quassapaug Association was fortunate to receive generous gifts 
totaling $1200 in memory of Franklin B. Bristol to assist in the preservation 
of the lake he loved for 88 years.  Mr. Bristol, a sales manager for Bristol-
Babcock in Waterbury,  was born in Middlebury  and lived much of his life in 
Pennsylvania.  He had a great love of the outdoors and particularly enjoyed 
summers at his family’s cottage on Lake Quassapaug.  The Lake Quassapaug 
Association was honored to receive the contributions in his name.

Mr. & Mrs. David A. Bristol, Sr.

GeoInsight, Inc.

Sentinel Trust Company

LQA RECEIVES MEMORIAL GIFTS 
FOR FRANKLIN B. BRISTOL

Bill & Theresa Ostrander   
Melanie & John Ricci   
Romano & Tutolo  
Robert Samuelson & Karen Diebold 
Sheila Powers   
Sheila & Lee Powers   
Timothy Powers  
Edward & Lillian Shaker   
Faith Warner   
Jack& Maura Worgan  
 
LAKE FRIENDS $99 & under
James & Mary Ann Kelly
Bill Anthony
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20 Munson Road
Middlebury,  CT 06762

UPCOMING  EVENTS
Aquatic Control Technologies , which has been hired to treat the variable milfoil in Tylers Cove,  will make a presentation on 
treatment methods for variable and Eurasian milfoil  including data on the selected herbicide, 2,4 D.

MARCH 25th AT 6 pm

SHEPARDSON COMMUNITY CENTER AUDITORIUM

Annual meeting of Lake Quassapaug Association in June, 2014 with place and time to be determined.  Please stay posted on 
our website: www.lakequassapaugasssciation.org

Meeting of the New England Chapter of the North American Lakes Management Society (NEC-NALMS) will be held on June 
13th & 14th at the University of Connecticut, on the Storrs campus.  The theme of the 2014 conference is Green Ideas for Blue 
Lakes with a focus on what homeowners can do for their lakes.  Workshops will be held on the afternoon of Friday the 13th 
and concurrent technical sessions held from the morning through the afternoon on Saturday the 14th.

JOIN  US FOR A PRESENTATION 
ON MILFOIL TREATMENT 
METHODS BY AQUATIC 

CONTROL TECHNOLOGIES  ON 
MARCH 25 AT 6 PM AT THE 
SHEPARDSON COMMUNITY 

CENTER AUDITORIUM


