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CONSULTANT HIRED TO MONITOR LAKE QUASSAPAUG
The Lake Quassapaug Association’s  Board of Directors has hired George Knoecklein, 
Connecticut limnologist, to develop baseline data on the lake’s condition during 2013 in order 
to: 

•	 Assess the current water quality by measuring oxygenation, temperature and 
water clarity at different depths.  An analysis of zooplankton and phytoplankton 
composition will also be carried out. 

•	 Determine ranges and densities of all invasive and nuisance aquatic plants

•	 Develop a strategy for long range management of the lake.

Measurements will take place over the next seven months with the consultant personally 
gathering the data once and training volunteers to do the remaining  testing , thereby 
significantly reducing the cost of the analysis.  

We have data from the 1987 Ecosystem Management study as well as from the 2011 study by 
the CT Agricultural Station. With this new baseline data gathered over an entire season by Dr. 
Knoecklein, we can determine to what extent the lake has changed since the 1980s and also 
begin gathering the trend data necessary to monitor changes in future years.  

The consultant’s lake management plan, with recommendations for any necessary remediation, 
will be completed by late 2013 with a report to the Lake Quassapaug community. The plan will 
enable us to begin addressing  any issues in 2014.

Dr. Knoecklein is a highly-regarded lake scientist who assisted with the 1987 study of Lake 
Quassapaug and currently is a consultant for Bantam, Highland and Candlewood Lakes, 
among others.  He recently completed a study on the effect of lake draw downs on Candlewood 
Lake, which can be accessed through a link on our Lake Quassapaug website.

THE IMPORTANCE OF LAKE ASSOCIATIONS
We are indebted to two organizations:  Friends of Lake Quassapaug and the Lake  Quassapaug 
Sportsmens Club  for their work in the 1980s to preserve the quality of Lake Quassapaug  
after concerns were raised about the growth of algae in the lake. Friends of Lake Quassapaug  
raised funds and hired  Ecosystem Management   to complete a study of the lake water 
quality, fisheries and invasive weeds. Growth in algae is a sign of increased phosphorus and/or 
decreased  zooplankton that eat the algae.  

The 1980s study determined that the State of Connecticut’s decision in the 1960s to stock Lake 
Quassapaug with 600 alewives in order to provide food for trout had unintended negative 
consequences.  Over the years, the alewives had multiplied by the thousands and depleted the 
zooplankton, the alewives’ primary food, resulting in more algae blooms and “green water” 
particularly in August.   The Lake Quassapaug  Sportsmens Club stepped in and agreed to 
substantially increase the annual stocking of trout to reduce the alewife population. The result 
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has been a significant reduction in algae, 
improved water clarity and an excellent 
water quality rating by the State of 
Connecticut for the lake in 2011.

It has been 25 years since the last full 
study was completed. Friends of Lake 
Quassapaug was dissolved when its 
mission to address the algae problem 
was completed. Many of you attended 
meetings in 2012 that recognized the 
need for a new lake association and new 
study of the lake that would compare 
the lake’s current water quality with 
the data from the 1980s to ensure that 
there has not been any lake quality 
degradation in the interim.  

By monitoring annual trends,  we can 
address any problems immediately  as 
they occur. With the establishment 
of the Lake Quassapaug Association,  
we have joined all our neighboring 
lakes  including Waramaug, Bantam, 
Candlewood, and Lake Lillinonah in 
developing an association that monitors 
the lake, advocates for its preservation 
and educates lake residents and 
organizations on lake management 
issues.

LAKE WATER SAMPLING: 
PURPOSE AND 
TECHNIQUES
Part of LQA’s mission is to educate our 
lake area residents and organizations 
about the lake’s condition.  Volunteers 
will be trained this spring and summer 
to collect the data from the lake.  If 
you are interested in being a volunteer 
sampler, please contact  Matthew 
Holloway at matthewfmholloway@
gmail.com.  Matt will also hold an 
informational  session at the lake 
this summer for those interested in 
understanding how the water quality 
is measured and what data is collected.  
Please visit our website at www.
lakequassapaugassociation.org in June 
for date and time.

BECOME A MEMBER
Lake Quassapaug Association is 
a membership organization with 
membership open to all homeowners 
and organizations located within the 
lake’s watershed. The boundary includes 
homes and organizations on both sides 
of the following roads as they form a 
circle around the lake: White Deer Rock 

LQA Mission
1. Promote the preservation and ecological protection of Lake  Quassapaug  
 for environmental and recreational purposes by:

 A. Providing for the responsible enjoyment of those using  Lake   
  Quassapaug;

 B. Learning about Lake Quassapaug’s watershed and ecosystems;

 C. Disseminating information about Lake Quassapaug’s watershed  
  and ecosystems to members and the general public;

 D. Assisting in developing lake maintenance programs and   
  strategies for protection of Lake Quassapaug.   

2.  Keep members informed of legal and regulatory changes affecting   
 inland waterways.

3.  Coordinate with government agencies and nonprofit groups to   
 to implement programs and policies to improve Lake Quassapaug.

Rd. Tranquility Rd. Middlebury Rd. Old 
Woodbury Rd.,West Lake Rd. and  street 
numbers of 250 or higher on Upper 
Whittemore Rd. 

Your annual dues of $100 per 
household are critical to preserving  
Lake Quassapaug as a beautiful and 
ecologically healthy lake for current users 
and  future generations.  Administrative 
costs are minimal as the Board is all 
volunteer. Your contributions will be 
used for the lake consultant and for 
future remediation efforts on the lake, as 
necessary. 

As a member you will elect the Board 
of Directors at the annual meeting. You 
will also receive regular updates on the 
lake’s condition, invitations to educational 
programs on lake management, and 
invitations to special events such as our 
gala opening event,  hosted by Quassy 
Amusement Park, on  Wednesday, June  
12 from 5:00  - 6:30 pm.  

LQA has applied for federal nonprofit 
status. In the meantime, Middlebury 
Land Trust has agreed to receive the tax 
deductible donations.  We encourage 
homeowners to become members by 
making a tax-deductible  dues payment 
of $100 made out to the Middlebury 
Land Trust. PO Box 193, Middlebury, 
CT 06762 with Lake Quassapaug in the 
memo line.  Additional contributions 
are greatly appreciated.  
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With input from residents and organizations throughout Lake Quassapaug’s 
watershed, the by-laws for the newly established Lake Quassapaug Association 
were written to create a Board of Directors that is representative of both 
individual homeowners and organizations around the lake.  We are fortunate to 
have the following dedicated volunteers serving as Directors among whom are 
four (with a star) who served on the Friends of Lake Quassapaug Board. Their 
expertise has been invaluable as we begin the work of the new association.

Paul Anderson    Sandy Beach Club
Sindy Butkus     West Shore Owners Association

William Crutcher   Individual Homeowner

George Frantzis*    Quassy Amusement Park

Alice Hallaran   Middlebury Land Trust

Matthew Holloway*    Tylers Cove Association

Kurt Janson    Individual Homeowner

Paul Kennett    Lake Quassapaug Sportsmens Club

Ingrid Manning   Individual Homeowner

Richard Montville*  Middlebury Swim Club

Garrett Moore, Jr.  Individual Homeowner

W. Scott Peterson  Individual Homeowner

Sheila Powers   Individual Homeowner

Melanie Ricci   Individual Homeowner

Jack Starr   Individual Homeowner

Edward St. John *  Town of Middlebury

Please contact any Board member if you  have questions about the association 
or lake issues you would like addressed. 

MEET OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

WEBSITE AND 
RESOURCES
LQA has established its own website:  
www.lakequassapaugassociation.org 
and facebook page.   Please periodically  
review the website for updated 
information on LQA activities and 
events. Links to excellent studies on lake 
management have been added to the 
website.  The website and facebook page 
also include some wonderful historical 
pictures of the lake. 

LQA has become a member of the 
Connecticut Federation of Lakes which 
advocates for lake preservation on the 
state level and also provides information 
on lake management and administration 
through its informative newsletter that 
can be accessed through its website: 
www.ctlakes.org. Photo courtesy of Sindy Butkus

Photo courtesy of Melanie Ricci



Lake Quassapaug Newsletter
Photo courtesy of W. Scott Peterson, MD

20 Munson Road
Middlebury,  CT 06762

LAKE QUASSAPAUG ANNUAL MEETING
TUESDAY, JUNE 25 AT 6:30 PM

SHEPARDSON SCHOOL, ROOM 5, LOWER LEVEL

Join us for the first annual meeting of the Lake Quassapaug Association with reports on the work of the association.  An 
educational program will follow:

INVASIVE PLANTS AND METHODS OF CONTROL

GREG BUGBEE, ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENTIST, STATE OF CONNECTICUT AGRICULTURAL STATION

The State of Connecticut’s Agricultural Station undertook a study of Lake Quassapaug’s native and invasive plants during the 
summer of 2011. With the data, a map of the lake’s plants was created  indicating where we have issues with nonnative plants. 
As part of LQA’s educational mission,  Greg Bugbee will review the map and the possible solutions for removal or minimization 
of nonnative and nuisance plants.  Together with water quality, the issue of nonnative and nuisance plants is currently of most 
concern to watershed residents and organizations. 

QUASSY BENEFIT FOR 
LAKE QUASSAPAUG ASSOCIATION 

Join us for our opening gala event to 
celebrate the establishment of the
 Lake Quassapaug Association on 

Wednesday, June 12  from 5-6:30  PM  
generously hosted by Quassy Amusement 
Park. Learn about the association’s mission 

and plans, and greet your neighbors.  
Contribution of $15/person for the work of 

the association.


